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in 1905, writes with full knowledge of the corporation records for the
last three centuries. The book deals mainly with the history of the last
century, but as the population of Maidenhead has grown from 792 in 1811
to over 15,000, its modern history is important. Originally it was called
El^nstone or Ellington, and seems to have been a hamlet on both sides
of the high road, North Ellington being in the parish of Cookham
and South Ellington in Bray. At the middle of the thirteenth century
it is called Maidenhuthe, no doubt from a hithe or wharf at that spot,
and within fifty years the name Ellington disappears. In 1581 it received
a charter from Queen Elizabeth, by which it became a free town. By some
chance the seal of one of the canons of Thiers, in Auvergne, found its
way to Maidenhead, and was adopted as the town seal, and to this day
it bears the legend ' Sigillum Iohannis Godayn canonici Thiern''. From
the days of Leland it was remarkable for the numbers of its inns, and
the author shows that there must have been more than twenty for a
population of less than 800. Its residents have not been without fame:
Mr. Gorbam renowned for litigation, Mr. Timberlake for bicycles, and
Mr. Rickman for architecture, either lived or were born at Maidenhead.
On p. 105 there is a misprint of 1587 for 1537, and Lobbe Powys (pp. xii
and 114) should be Lybbe Powys; the Latin on p. 56 is not successful.
There is a good index, but there should be a map showing the position of
the chapel and inns in old days. H. E. S.

Cornbury and the Forest of Wychivood, by Mr. Vernon J. Watney
(London : privately printed by Hatchards, 1910), is a sumptuous specimen
of a type of book which is becoming rare nowadays when great landlords
are less free to do justice to their estates in every direction than they
used to be. And while Mr. "Watney has spared no expense to make the
volume as perfect as possible in paper, printing, and illustration, and
not least in binding, lie has also devoted years of labour to collecting all
that can be gathered from published books, manuscripts, and records to
fill in the history of a district of remarkable interest. The conditions of
early forest law have been admirably expounded by Mr. G. J. Turner,
and a few forests have been studied in some detail (e. g. Inglewood by
Mr. F. H. M. Parker); but in order to understand the system we need
a full collection of materials for one particular forest, and such a collection
is furnished by Mr. Watney in the opening and closing chapters of his
book and in four documentary appendixes. The forest included Cornbury
Park and the manor of Langley, and the whole is now in one ownership.
Wychwood was granted in dower to three queens, and under Edward IV
and the Tudors to various nobles, but it was usually crown land until
twenty-five years ago. Cornbury was disafforested in 1642 and granted
to Henry Danvers, earl of Danby, while the adjacent manor of Langley 1

was commonly held with the rangership of the forest or the keepership of
Cornbury. Down to the Restoration there was some sort of family link
connecting the persons who held one or more of these estates and offices ;
but Charles II granted them all to the earl of Clarendon, with whose

1 On p. 35 it would have been well to explain that Edmund of Langley. duke «f
York, took his surname from King's Langley in Hertfordshire.
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descendants they remained until 1751. They were then acquired by the
duke of Maryborough, and continued in the hands of his descendants until
in 1896 Lord Churchill sold them to the predecessor of the present owner,
to whom we are indebted for this noble bpok. Space forbids our lingering
over the ample notices which Mr. Watiiey supplies of the many famous
persons with whom Cornbury is associated. Among them Robert Dudley,
earl of Leicester, and the first earl of Clarendon stand out conspicuous ;
but the names of Richard Beauchamp, earl of Warwick, William de la Pole,
duke of Suffolk, Sir John Fortescue, the minister of Queen Elizabeth,
Henry Danvers, and James, duke of Ormonde, with many more, show
how closely the place is bound up with the general history of England.
Among the illustrations special attention should be called to the portraits,
more than fifty in number, which are finely reproduced, some of them
from originals now at Cornbury or in the collection of Lord Clarendon at
the Grove, Hertfordshire. L.

In Versailles Royal (Paris: Champion, 1910) M. J. Fennebresque
presents a revised version of his La Petite Venise, published in 1899,
together with a number of short studies on other matters relating to
Versailles. He claims to examine the work of Louis XIV from its most
practical aspect, dealing with the parks from a ' point de vue tout utilitaire'.
The introduction of large quantities of water there is shown to have con-
tributed to the advancement of hydraulic science, the nautical experiments
on the Grand Canal to the improvement of the marine, and the methods
of the palace gardeners to new departures in French horticulture. The
first and most interesting chapters are those which deal with the nautical
corporation of the ' Petite Venise', instituted at Versailles with a nucleus
of Venetian gondoliers at the time when French enthusiasm for the Republic
in her struggle against the Turks was at its height. The rule of the
corporation was severe, but the privileges of its members marked. The
duties of the boatmen were varied. They participated in the naval
manoeuvres and experiments held on the canal, and played a principal
part in the water fetes of the court. ' Tous les genres de construction
navale se trouvaient reunis sur le Grand Canal.' Many vessels were made
at Versailles, others were brought in sections from the ports. Special
types of craft, and instances of experiments made with these for the
benefit of the marine, are cited. M. Fennebresque deals in the latter part
of this book with a variety of subjects which might have been arranged
in a less haphazard manner: the Orangery, the Hermitage of Madame de
Pompadour, the replantation of the Park, the promenades of the Court,
the last years of Madame Elisabeth at Versailles, and so forth. He prints
portions of three hitherto unpublished documents relating to the princess,
a manuscript of the Countess de Polignac, three letters of Madame Elisabeth
to the Marquise des Monstiers-Merinville, and part of a Iragedie which
was inspired by the misfortunes of the king's sister. On the whole little
that is new will be found in this volume, of which the footnotes are not the
least useful feature. A bibliography of sources is appended. C. E. M.

M. Lucien Lambeau's Bercy (Paris: Leroux, 1910) is the first of a series
of historical and topographical studies on the eleven suburban communes
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